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Guide to Completing the General Application for Farm 
Classification 

 

Important: New Applications for Farm Classification must be submitted by the legislated 
deadline of October 31, for consideration for the next assessment and tax year. Late 
applications will not be accepted and customers will need to reapply the following year. 

Instructions and Examples 
 
This document is to assist property owners in filling out the General Application for Farm 
Classification. The application form is designed to accommodate many different farm products, 
so not every section will be applicable to every farmer. Please do not fill out this document. 
Use the General Application for Farm Classification Form located at 
https://info.bcassessment.ca/Forms. 

In order for land to qualify for farm class, both an application and qualifying farm 
activity/income are required. 

Roll Number(s): 
 

List any applicable roll numbers in the space provided, using the format of Area – Jurisdiction – 
Roll Number. Assessment Roll Number is a unique identifier for each property. You can find it at 
the top right hand corner of your most recent assessment notice. Additional roll numbers (if 
needed) can be added on an extra page and attached to the form. 

Section 1: 
 

 
Provide the names of owners registered on title for the property under application. 

https://eforms.bcassessment.ca/GeneralApplicationforFarmClassification.pdf
https://eforms.bcassessment.ca/GeneralApplicationforFarmClassification.pdf
https://info.bcassessment.ca/forms
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Section 2: 
 

 
 

Provide your mailing address, and farm street address or legal description if different from mailing 
address. 

Section 3: 
 

List the farm activities that are currently on the property, or that you plan to develop. e.g. Eggs, 
vegetables, cherries. 

Section 4: 
 

 
Detail the extent of land development for agricultural use by providing either area or percentage of 
total property size in each category. The total from all lines should add up to the total of all land 
under application. 

o “Cultivated - Dry” means stumps and rocks are removed and the land is not irrigated. 
o “Cultivated - Irrigated” means stumps and rocks are removed and the land is irrigated. 
o “Pasture” means grazing lands where trees have been cleared but stumps or rocks 

may be present. 
o “Unimproved” refers to land that hasn’t been altered for growing crops, such as land 

covered in trees and shrubs. 
o “Waste” land is unusable for farming. 
o NOTE: If the land on your property doesn’t fit these categories, please feel free to 

rename the columns appropriately (e.g. Range Land, Orchard, etc). 
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Section 5:  
 

 
 

Provide the amount, if any, of land which is within the ALR, if known.  

Section 6: 

How many dwellings are on the property and who lives in them? This is required to determine 
whether any of the dwellings are eligible for tax exemptions. 

Section 7: 
 
For fully operational farms, report your production and sales in the applicable parts of 
Section 7. If your farm is in the planning and development stage, report your development 
plan in Section 8. 

 

If you have had sales of qualifying agricultural products on your property during the year 
preceding application, report them in section 7. Reported farm production must be 
accompanied by receipts or sales logs to verify farm gate income. Include all applicable 
livestock or nursery purchase receipts and all livestock processing receipts. 

A full list of qualifying agricultural products, as well as farm activities that do not qualify, is 
included in the Classification of Land as a Farm Regulation (BC Reg 411/95). Sales of value-added 
products and derivatives of agricultural products are not qualifying farm sales. You can only claim 
the value of the raw products produced on the farm. You can view the Farm Regulation at 
www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/411_95. 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/411_95
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Here are some general examples of how to report your income. Your situation may vary from 
the examples shown: 

 

If you have sold livestock which was born and raised on your property, report those sales in the 
“Income from Past Sales” section. Attach any receipts from the sale of livestock, as well as receipts 
from any processing.  All processing must be done at a licensed slaughter facility. 

 

If you bought and resold livestock, report it as shown above. Include receipts from the purchase 
and sale of animals, as well as any processing receipts if applicable. For horse sales, provide the 
contact information for purchaser and seller. 

 

If you are producing eggs, report the total quantity produced, and the quantity marketed (sold), 
typically in dozens of eggs.  Report the total sale price (price per dozen  X  dozens sold). 

If you are raising meat birds, record your flock size, the number of birds you’ve produced, and 
the number of birds you’ve marketed (sold) in the reporting period. Record your total sale price 
(price per bird  X  number of birds sold). 
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If you have qualifying farm income from agricultural products which don’t fit into the 
preceding categories, record them in this section. Be sure to include any applicable 
purchase and sale receipts. 

 

Add up all income reported throughout section 7 to arrive at the Total Income from Sales of 
Qualifying Agricultural Products. If you’ve received income from horse stud fees, report it here.  
Please ensure you’ve included any relevant receipts. 

 

Any products held for sale in the upcoming year may be reported in this section. However, it is 
important to note that if you claim products held for sale this year, you may NOT claim the sale of 
this product in the following reporting period. 
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Section 8 
 

 
 

Complete a farm development plan if you have no information to report in Section 7 (Past Farm 
Production) or 13 (Land Leased to a Farmer). There must be sufficient detail to confirm the land 
being developed as a farm will meet the income requirements at the proposed date of harvest. If 
you require more space to provide this information, please attach additional sheets. Refer to 
Section 8 of the Classification of Land as a Farm Regulation for specific requirements by farm 
type. 

You can assist BC Assessment in evaluating your farm development plan by attaching a copy of 
your business plan or other information in support of your application. Include any receipts or 
invoices relating to your farm development, such as tree orders, and the purchase of livestock. 

Section 9 
 

Use section 9 to inform us about any construction planned on your property and the 
expected date of completion. Land being developed as a farm can only qualify if the 
necessary infrastructure is in place. 
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Section 10 
 

 
 

Use section 10 to draw a general diagram of your farm site. This will assist BC Assessment staff 
during on-site inspections.  Please show buildings, various planted areas, pens, etc. 

Section 11 
 

Use this section to provide any additional information you feel may be relevant, or useful in 
support of this application. You may also attach any supporting documents you would like to be 
considered in conjunction with your application such as purchase and sales receipts, plant orders, 
or receipts from work done (irrigation, etc). 

Section 12 
 

Your application cannot be processed unless it has been signed by the property owner. 
Include the date you signed the application, and your contact information. 
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Section 13 
 

 
 

When land is being farmed by someone other than the property owner, you must submit a written 
lease along with your application. You can either provide a copy of an existing lease, or complete 
Section 13 of the Application form. To be valid for assessment purposes, a lease must clearly 
identify the land, and include the amount being paid to lease it, the names and signatures of the 
property owner and farmer, a start date, signing date, the size of the land being leased, how the 
farmer is using the leased land, and duration of the lease or lease expiry date. (It is a common 
error to leave the lease expiry date field blank, but this is required information.) 

BC Assessment can only process the application, and grant farm class on a leased property, if all 
of the information requested in the lease document is provided. 

Note that the lease fee does not qualify as farm income for assessment purposes. In the case of 
land leased to a farmer, there must be production and sales of farm products in sufficient 
amounts to qualify the land. 
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Important Dates: 

 

The Classification of Land as a Farm Regulation requires that your application be submitted 
no later than October 31 of each year, for farm class to be granted for the following year. 

 
Link to General Application for Farm Classification and additional information: 

 
General Application for Farm Classification form: 
https://eforms.bcassessment.ca/GeneralApplicationforFarmClassification.pdf 

 

Additional information on Farm Classification: https://www.bcassessment.ca/Services- 
products/property-classes-and-exemptions/farm-land-assessment/farm-classification-in-
british-columbia/Apply-for-farm-classification 

 

Farm Classification Regulation and interpretative guide:  

https://info.bcassessment.ca/services-and-
products/Shared%20Documents/BCAL15102%20BCA_farm_brochure_digital.pdf  

 

Contact Us: 
 
Toll-free 1-866-valueBC (1-866-825-8322) 
 
Email farms@bcassessment.ca  

https://eforms.bcassessment.ca/GeneralApplicationforFarmClassification.
https://eforms.bcassessment.ca/GeneralApplicationforFarmClassification.
https://www.bcassessment.ca/Services-products/property-classes-and-exemptions/farm-land-assessment/farm-classification-in-british-columbia/Apply-for-farm-classification
https://www.bcassessment.ca/Services-products/property-classes-and-exemptions/farm-land-assessment/farm-classification-in-british-columbia/Apply-for-farm-classification
https://www.bcassessment.ca/Services-products/property-classes-and-exemptions/farm-land-assessment/farm-classification-in-british-columbia/Apply-for-farm-classification
https://www.bcassessment.ca/Services-products/property-classes-and-exemptions/farm-land-assessment/farm-classification-in-british-columbia/Apply-for-farm-classification
https://info.bcassessment.ca/services-and-products/Shared%20Documents/BCAL15102%20BCA_farm_brochure_digital.pdf
https://info.bcassessment.ca/services-and-products/Shared%20Documents/BCAL15102%20BCA_farm_brochure_digital.pdf
mailto:farms@bcassessment.ca
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